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OBSERVATIONS made by the Preſident and 
his Suffragan Biſhops, upon a Paper preſented ro| | 
them by the P utor of the Lower-Houſe, 
December 1. 1704. 


AN D | 


His GRACE's SPEECH, Deliver'd to thoſe of the 
Lower-Clergy who were preſent at the Time of 
his Proroguing the Convocation, March 1 5th, 1704. 
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Together with ſeveral Papers from the Lower-Houſe, 
to which they Refer; and which, having been Printed | | 
and Diſpers d Apart to prejudice the Clergy againſt 
their Biſhops, made it neceſſary to Publiſh the whole | - } 
Proceeding entire. 
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Printed for A. and J. Churchill, at the Black Swan in 4 | 
Pater- Noſter-Row. 1705. 
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The PREFACE. 


Preſadent on that occaſtan, wih 4 particu- 
lar Reply to the Preface ; which was ac- 
cordingly done undet this Title, The * 


Repro e 
hs: of 4 * J 1 1 
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Thi Winter, again, the hath mo ak 0oner 
pre ented 10 the *TppeſE iſe\ | a «Paper 
mich More Tidecent" and Reflecting. that 
the — Wee walt Palace by 

Zealot 6 We Sur argon : of "vhs 
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F Prbcecding, 5 Injubice row! 
their Lordfbipr” by- it, there mur \no\ Rr 
nech, but this Publication of that Paper 

e Correct nban before, together with 
2s Obſeivations made pon er the 8 
ow and Biſhops. n.. 
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TOP REBA CH 
the Table of ibe Opper- Houſe, have heen 
Printed and Misa without: the leaſt 
Intimation of any Reply made to them 
by the . Preſadent and Biſhops. : And 
therefore this Opportunity was taken. tv) do. 
Tuſtice to ibe Cpper-Honſe, in ſending A. 
broad his Grace t Speech by. way of An- 
ſwer to. thoſe 1 aper 45 not alone, (as the 
Practice of their Friends has been )- hut 
with the particular Papers at large. 


Mes mmi nnn . Non „ 

Which Method muſt neun he more ac- 
ceptable to all, who are inclin d to be Im- 
partial in their Examination and Judg- 
ment, than that other, which confines their 

Enquiries to one ſide of the Cauſe. And 
if all Perſons concern'd in theſe Matters, 
whether as Reprefented in Convocation 
or Repreſenting others, will but take up 
this Impartial way of Judging, and ſeri- 
ouſly 


The PREFACE 


* Refe?, bom theſe nem Meaſures 
dame firſt id de ſit 2er, wpon hit 
ſtrange Pretenves they\ art built) au b 
way be the Conſeawonct \ 0 the Church, 
if Presbytors\ g n in this Contempt ont 


3 of their Errleſaſival Suporionry; 


to be une andtem Chanel) md 


Cu e,, whit of le Teure by be- 
ing made Nenn 12 been male 
Uſeleſs, ly] a real TOR and deve 


ITO maar 


W | 


then hope 18 Jet it Provee/ings 


oy * * 
FR a a * 1 a. mr e ry "I F 0, i. oe ..S # 
= <; 4.6 3. "= FT ef © Wor ITED b re % 


Obſervations. made by the Preſident and his 

Suffragan Biſhops, in the» Convocation of 
the Province if Canterbury, upon a Pa- 
per deliver d to them by the Prolocutor of 
the Lower? Houſe of the” ſaid Convocation, 


Dec. 1. 1704 ; d true Copy whereof s here 
ſub join d. oe N 


/ - 1.71 Baſs 


May it pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſbips, 


Tis not without exceeding Grief, that we have found 
a general Complaint amongſt all, who wiſh well 
to our Church, and eſpecially amongſt the Clergy, 

whom we repreſent; That notwithſtanding the 

*Conyocations of this Province ſhave, after a my Difcon- 

*tinuance, been for "ſome Years laſt paſt duly and regular- 

*ly held; yet the publick hath not hitherto reap'd thereby 

*any of thoſe Benefits, which might reaſonably be expect- 

ved from them. We are deeply ſenſible that a Complaint 

of this Kind 'doth not only t a Reproach upon your Lord- 

* ſhips; and upon us, but doth alſo bend to the Diſparage- 

*ment of the Conſtitution! of this Church, and gives Oc- 

*caſion to ſome ſlanderous ànd evil-diſpoſed Perſons to at- 

"ter raſh and unſound Speeches, againſt the Neceſſity and 
| B « Uſetulnefe 
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* ( 2 ) 
*Uſefulneſs of Eccleſiaſtical Synods. We therefore think 
*it our indiſpenſible Duty, to do whatever in us lies, for 
the time to come, in Order to ſilence that Complaint 
which we have conſtently-and-earneſtly endeavours, for 
the time. paſt, ta prevent. For we beg Leave to obſerve 
to your Lordſhips, that whatever Blame the whole Convo- 
cation may lie under, for having made ſo littlę Progreſ, in 
< Buſineſs relating to the publick Good of the Church: 
et the Clergy of the Lower-Houſe have all alon made 
„fuch Advances therein, that they have been rather ac- 
%cugd' far being too forward, than cenſur'd for their Re. 
4 miſſneſs. A greater Progreſs. had without doubt been made, 
*in the Diſpatch of publick Buſineſs, had it not been inter- 
* rupted by the unhappy Diſputes between the Two Houſe, 
concerning the Manner of Synodical Proceedings ; and we 


© ſhauld think our ſelves juſtly chargeable with all the evil 
® Conſequences of thoſe Diſputes, if our Conſciences did 
© not bear us Teſtimony, that we neither raid them, nor, 
© after their Riſe, omitted any means, which we could poſ- 
<« fibly contrive for bringing them to a regular Determina- 


© tion. 


We had Hopes, that all Differences between the 
* Two Houſes about Forms, would more eaſily and bow 
er be campos'd, if both entred upon Buſineſs of thy 
Weight and Moment, ag it might; juſtiy be conceived 3 
the Bathers and Sons of this Church would unanimonl 
promote: And the Zower-Howe, would with Gladnek 
Chave recoiv'd any Directions, which your Lordſhips, i 
< your great Wiſdom ſhould have been pleas d to haveg 

ven them for the Good, of this Church. But when ut 
thing of this; kid was offer ꝗ to them by your Lordſif 

<< your: Clergy thought they: might, without being guilty « 
too great Preſumption, make their humble Applications: 

baut ſuch Matters to your Lordſhips. 


139 f 


4 They did, accordingly, ſome Vears ſince, lay before 
pour Lordſhips , ſeveral Poſitions (extracted out of a 
« Book entitled, Chriſtianity not myſterious, and bearing the 
«Name of J. Toland) which they judged to be permcinus, 
«dangerous, ſcandalous, and deſtructive of the Chriſtian 
«Faith; and did pray your  Lordſhips Concurrence with 
« their Reſolutions, together with your Advice and Directi- 
ans what effectual Courſe might be taken to ſuppreſs 
aperlicious Books, written againſt the Truth of the Chri- 
« tian Religion, and to prevent the Publication of the 
de, like for the future. Your Lordſhips were not pleas d here- 
aupon to declare to the Lower-Houſe, your Opinions con- 
ſes «erning the Poſitions preſented to you, or concerning the 
" «Book, in which they were contain d (which was at the 
Wd «Gme time lain before your Lord ſhips) or to give your 

g ©Clerey the Advice and Directions, which they humbly 


*pray'd. [1 


« After this, ſeveral other Books were publiſh'd-.of the 
*like pernicious Nature and Tendency ; and it manifeſtly 
appear d, that the Adverſaries of our Holy Faith were 
7 far from being deterr'd, that they proceeded to vent 
{their impious Opinions with greater Aſſurance and Licenti- 
4ouſneſs. : 


The Lower-Houſe in this Convocation, did, in all hum- 
ble manner, remind your Lordſhips of this daring Liber 


y of the Preſs ; through which, ſeveral ungodly. Books 
oY nere {till diſpers'd 3 and did then more-particularly point 
i 'at a ſcandalous Book, in which the Immortality of the Souls 
— of Men was openly deny'd: But ſufficient Notice was 
— not taken of ſuch Books; by reaſon whereof, the Honour- 


able Houſe of Commons brought this Matter under their 
Cognizance, and paſs'd a Cenſure upon one of the Books, 
dy your Clergy complain'd of, to the great Honour of that 

B 2 * Body, 
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"*retical, Impious , and Immoral Books, you could no 


ent Authority to Cenſure judicially any ſuch Books 


(4+) 
Body, not without Reproach upon the Convocation ther 
ala eg b 


The Clergy of the Lower-Houſe found no Succeſs from 
theſe their reiterated Addreſſes to your Lordſhips, who 
had been pleaſed to acquaint them, That upon con- 
ſulting Council learned in the- Law, concerning He- 


find how , without a Royal Licence, you had ſuffc. 
Wherefore, though they were fully ſatisfied, that you 


Lordſhips might have comply'd with their Deſires, with- 
out a Royal Licence, or might have obtain'd a Licence 


if requiſite ; yet they were unwilling to preſs your Lom 
ſhips any farther upon that Head; and went on to lay h 
« fore your Lordſhips, other Matters, in which there cou: 
be no Doubt but your Lordſhips might interpoſe youll t! 
4 Epiſcopal Authority, without the Intervention of a R 
Licence. They did therefore humbly preſent to youth 
«,Lordſhips ſeveral Articles of Grievances, in Hopes, th io 
., ſome of them at leaſt would appear to your Lordſhing tat 
as all of them did to them, worthy of preſent Delibei 7 
tion and Redreſs. Your Grace was pleas d to acqu M. 
them; That an Order had been given, for making «fot 
© Copies of the Repreſentation, both for the preſent ¶M ou 
© abſent Biſhops, who, your Grace truſted, would mi Fon 
the proper uſe of them at all times, and eſpecially e 
66 9; » — , 
their Viſitations; and would alſo call upon their 
© ſpective Arch-Deacons, to do all that was in their Pon 4 
* in their's, to give them farther Information, and to re ur 
* Abuſes, as far as may be. — 
Fn ry 
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Your Clergy ſhall very much rejoyce to be infon 
by your Lordſhips, that ſuch Uſe has been made, a5) 
Grace truſted would be, of that Repreſentation and! 
be very thankful to your Lordſhips for what they! 
learn has been done. by yeur Lordſhips for the Rel 


(SY 


« of thoſe Abuſes; and if any thing remains further to be don 

« therein Synodically, the Lower- Houſe will gladly join with 
«your Lordſhips in ſo good and neceſſary a Work; as having 
go other End in their View, but a Reformation of ſuch things 
6:5 are amiſs, and utterly deteſting from their Hearts any 
#fach Siniſter Intention, as they have been unjuſtly charg'd 
with, of bringing an Odium upon your Lordſhips by the 
Repreſentation they made. For which falſe and unchari- 
table Surmiſe, no ground was given either by the Matter 
or Manner of that Repreſentation.. | 


en 


* Your Clergy do, with all Duty, ſubmit the Conſide- 
ration of theſe Things to your Lordſhips godly Wiß⸗ 
dom, and do moſt earneſtly beſeech your Lordſhips, That 
you would exert your . Paſtoral Vigilance and Zeal for 
reſcuing Convocations from that Contempt, into which 
they, are in great Danger of falling, if they. ſhould. be 
wholly uſeleſs to the Church and State; and, that in order 
thereto, your Lordſhips would condeſcend to impart to 
your Clergy the Reſblt of your Lord ſhips wiſe. Conſul- 
tations about what may Legally. and Properly: be done 
by this Synod, for the Honour of, Religion, and for the 
Maintenance of the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline 
of this Church; and would ' alſo candidly receive from 
jour Clergy ſuch dutiful Applications, as they ſhall, 
from time to time, make to your Lordſhips for. thoſe. 
good Purpoſes. | 


At preſent we think our ſelves oblig'd to repeat to 
your Lordſhips a Motion formerly —_— by this Houſe, 
oncerning a. Bill for the more Eaſie and Speedy Reco- 
ery of Church-Rates. We judge it highly. requiſite, 
hat ſuch a Bill ſhould be drawn and offered in Parlia- 
ent, in order to remove the Objection rais'd againſt 
he preſent Methods of Levying Church-Rates in ſome 
aſes ; and to fatisfie the juſt Expectation of thoſe who 
revented the paſſing of a former Bill to this purpoſe, 
- :; 
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685) 
ﬆ of dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of the Chun 
„ immemorially enjoy'd, and ſolemnly declared in the 5 
«tute of Circumſpefte agatis. We therefore pray yy 
**Lordfhips, that — of our Houſe, having Juriſdidig 
© may be itted to join with your Lordſhips in yy 
4 paring the Heads of ſuch a Bill, as may Tedrek; f 
«©Grievance complain'd of, without imparing the Auth 
&rity of the Church in that behalf. And we think ſu 
4 Bill, at this time, to be the more neceſſary, by ref 
*of the great Damage done to ſeveral Churches in ti 
province by the late dreadful Storm. 


We do alſo beg leave again to take notice of t 
< many evil and pernicious Books, which are Publif 
< and induſtriouſſy Diſpers'd, to to the Diſhonour 
God, and the great Scandal of this Church. Ay 
«we do with all Rumiliry and Earneſtneſs repeat thz 
«Requeſt, which we formerly made to your Lordihiy 
That you would be pleas'd to take this Matter into yo 
© moſt Serious and Paternal Conſideration, and uſe yo 
<< Intereſt in the Parliament for the paſſing a Bill againſt th 
Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs. 


„We do further humbly Repreſent to your Lordſhi 
e that there are, and encreaſe daily, many Difficulties uponti 
4 parochial Clergy, about Ad miniſtring the Holy Sacramer 
to all Perſons indifferently, who demand it, in ordert 
<qualifie themſelves for Offices (as is required by ſeren 
s good and wholſome Laws, which are very neceſſary for tl 
«perpetual Eſtabliſhment and Security of our Church) l 
L cauſe we ſee not, how we can in ſeveral Caſes act conforn 
ably to the Rubrick and Canons of the Church in repelli 
4 fach Perfons, as are unworthy, and particularly notorio! 
-« Schiſmaticks, without expoſing our ſelves to Vexatio 
« and Expenſive Suits at Law. We therefore moſt hum 

&« beſeech your Lordſhips, in Tenderneſs to the Clergy 
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wer whom God has made you Overſeers, to imploy your 
More ntereſt for the freeing us from theſe Difficulties; and in 
e he mean time to give us your Paternal Direction, how 
oa think it fit, we ſhould behave our ſelves under ſuch Ex- 
Pencils. f 
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1 
OBSERV ATION) 
Upper- Houſe 
1 U pon the foregoing Paper. 


IN our Obſervations upon this Paper from th 
Lower-Houſe, we cannot but take noticeat the 
entrance, that it is not directed to the Preſident au 
his Suffragan Biſhops, as all Addreſſes from th 
Lower-Houſe to rhe Upper ought regularly to be 
And we ha ve the greater reaſon to obſerve this # 
an Irregularity at preſent, becauſe they may t. 
member, that we particularly admoniſh'd them d 
t 
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it in a former Paper of March 6th 1700, at the very 
beginning of this Controverſie between the two 

Houſes. But whether or no they remember or regard 

that, We cannot forget the Attempts that have been 

made, to deprive the Preſideut of that his ancient Title, 

partly by cenſuring it as Modern, and partly by tranſ- Power of 
ferring the Preſidency over the Lower-Houſe, from —— age 
His Grace to their Prolocutor. And however they 15. C. 2. 
might then be betray'd into that Error, as they were P. 18. c. i. 
into many others, for want of a due Examination in- 

to the Language and Proceedings of former Times; 

yet it ſeems ſtrange to Us, that they ſhould continue 

their declining 0 that Style, and the Authority im- 

ply'd in it, after they have receiv*d ſo full and ample 
Teſtimonies of it; Since it is that which has been us'd 

in the Canons of Our Church 1603, and in the Rati- 

fication of them by King James I. of Bleſſed Memory, 

as alſo in the Ac for the Uaiformity of Publick 


wo 


Prayers. 


They tell us of a general Complaint among the Clergy, 
that of late Tears, the Pablick has reap'd ſo little Benefit 
from the Sitting Convocations of this Province. And 
herein We agree with them, that it is juſt matter of 
Grief and Complaint to fee ſo many of the Clergy 
leave their particular Cures and Juriſdictions, to pay 
their Attendance here, and at the ſame time to make 
it impoſſible by their Unwarrantable Claims and their 
Encroachments upon the Metropolitical and Epiſcopal 
Rights, for the Convocation to do any Service to the 
Church in general. We wiſh it were not too true, 
that theſe Diſputes Cu could not be avoided - 

| tne 
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the Side of the Upper-Houſe, unleſs they would piy 
up their vndoubted Rights, and uh the Gon 1 
ſtitution) have done, and continue to do great Dif. a 
ſervice and Diſhonour to the Church: For which i f 
is eaſie to ſee who are anſwerable to God and the Na. 10 
tion; We, who have always ſhowa and expreſgd our an 
Readineſs to proceed by the ancient and eſtabliſh'g 1 
Rules; or They, who have invented ſuch Methods P 
ds are not only without all Warrant from Antiquity, tu 
dut viſibly tend to raiſe them to a co-ordinate Power Bl 
with their Metropolitan and Biſhops. Li 
As We know, and in Our Gonſciences believe, That f 
this is the only true Account of theſe Differences rot 
which, to our great Grief, have happen'd in Convo- de 
cation; ſo is it a great Satisfaction to Us, to be aſſur'd cre 
(as We are) that ſo many of the Clergy, of the Pro- im 
vince, and particularly ſo conſiderable a Number of ſer 
Worthy and Learned Perſons in the Lower-Houſe, D 
continue ſtedfaſt in their Duty, and concur with Us ir 
in the defence of Our juſt Rights: Believing (as We w 
verily do) that the Safety and Being of this Fart of ap 
Our. Conſtitutiqn depends upon Our ohpoſiog and pre th 
vetiting ſuch Inova Und at ibis ume, as being ſub fir 
fer'd To run on, would bring Us into 8 New danger of 0 
Pꝛesbyterp, by enabling Presbyters in all future Times, 15 
to bid defiance to their Eccleſiaſtical, Superiors, and to 0 
Act independently from them in the higheſt and molt ne 
general Concerns of the Church. nogQu 7295." Pe 
© While one Part of the Convocation-Clergy are pur- to 
ſuing theſe irregular and undutifil Meaſures, We mult BY ti 
"9 | wy 
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(11) 
not blame the other part (who cannot in Conſcience 
joyn with them) if they think they do the Church 
greater Service by Atrending their reſpective Cures ; 
till Her Majeſty by Her Royal Licenſe ſhall be pleas'd 
to impower the Convocation to proceed to Buſineſs, 
and the Methods of tranſacting ſuch Buſineſs can be 
agreed and eftabliſh'd. For it is ſtrange, how any of 
the Clergy ſhould underſtand fo little of our Conſti- 
tution, as to make it a Matter of -Complaint that no 
Buſineſs is finiſh'd, when they know that the Royal 
Licenſe has not yet enabled 05 to Begin any; And 
that they ſhould be ſo little acquainted with the man- 
ner of publick Proceedings, às to hope, that an At- 
tempt to do Buſineſs, while theſe Points remain un- 
determin'd, can have any other Effect, than the en- 
creaſing our unhappy Differences. Conſidering how 
impoſſible it is for the Lower-Houſe (under their pre- 
ſent Reſolutions) to carry on the Bulineſs of any one 
Day without falling into ſome one or other of thoſe 
irregular Practices, againſt which their own Brethren 
will be ford to enter their daily Proteſtations, and 
againſt which the Preſident and Biſhops (however 
3 have born them thus long) muſt be oblig'd to 
find ſome other Method of Proceeding. And there- 
fore We cannot otherwiſe interpret this ſeeming Ear- 
reſineſs in {ome of the Clergy to proceed to Bulineſs, 
(Without either Royal Lie” or Agreement in the 
neceſſary Forms) than a defigh' to render themſelves 
Popular, and their Superiors Odious, among ſuch of 
the Clergy, as want either Inclination or Opportunit 
to ſee how abſurd and impracticable fich 2a; Propoſi- 
tion is. Nor — and Reproac hes, ei- 

2 ther 
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ther within Doors, or without, ever prevail upon Vs 
ſo far, as to make Us forget the Regard We owe to 
Our Order, and to the Laws of the Land, and to 
the Safety of the Clergy of this Province. Which 
Clergy would do well to conſider themſelves involy'd 
in the Guilt of every illegal Step that their Repreſen. 
tatives have made, or may hereafter make; and then 
all of them would be (as We are ſure many of them 
are) heartily thankful to thoſe who have endeavour'd 
to put a Stop to ſuch dangerous Irregularities. For 
there is one Thing which they ſay in their Paper un- 
doubtedly true, that they have been accuſed of being 
too forward; not. in doing Buſineſs for the real Ser. 
vice of the Church, but in attempting Buſineſs which 
to Us ſeems to be againſt Law, to the imminent dan- 
ger of the Clergy whom they Repreſent. 


If it be a Repraach to Convocations, and the Mem- 
bers of them, to do no Buſineſs while they have no 
Licenſe to Empower them; it cannot be a leſs Re- 
proach to ſuperſede all Buſineſs, with a Royal Licenſe 
in their Hands. And yet this was the Cale in 1689. 
when it was the general and avow'd Senſe of the Ma- 
jority of the Lower-Houſe, that they could not bet- 
ter ſerve the Church, than by declining the Buſineſs 
proposd by, the King. And if Aing Convocation 
be fo abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve Order and Dil 
cipline in the Church, the Clergy of this Province 
from the Year 1663, to 1689, (in which time they 
neither did nor attempted Buſineſs) muſt be accounted 
extreawly-ſupine and negligent in their Duty. Not 
to mention the Province of Lork; where they hate 
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not ſeen a Sitting Convocation from 1663, to this Day ; 
nor ſeem to be at all perſwaded by theſe Clamours 
in the neighbouring Province, that they have any 
real Occaſion for One. 


For in Truth, Their Predeceſſors and Ours knew 
what We and They are alſo very Senſible of, that 
the great Support and Security of the Church, reſts 
in the due Execution of Laws and Canons already 
made; And if any of the Clergy of the Lower- 
Houſe, will inform their reſpective Dioceſans of any 
Grievances or irregular Practices within their Juriſ- 
dition, We doubt not but we ſhall find Laws and 
Canons in being, ſufficient to correct and puniſh the 
Offenders ; And We hope, by God's Grace, that We 
ſhall ſhew a due Zeal, for the putting of them in 
Execution. Leaving it, in the mean time, to the 
Wiſdom of Our — Gracious Sovereign, upon that 
entire Confidence We juſtly have in her Royal Care 
and Affection for the Church, to judge, as the only 
Supream Head thereof on Earth, what Improvements 
in our Conſtitution may be neceſſary, and when it is 
fit for Her Majefty, by her Royal Licenſe, to direct 
and empower the Convocations of Her two Provinces, 
to enter joyntly upon Them. 


If there be any Thing which renders Our Endea- 
yours ro preſerve the Diſcipline of Our ſeveral Dio- 
ceſes, leſs effectual than We could deſire, it is not ſo 
much the defect of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, as the Re- 
proeches induſtriouſly and very unjuſtly ſpread amongſt 
Our Clergy againſt Us and Our Proceedings. — 

whence 
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whence many groundleſs Jealouſies and Refle&i 
have ſprung, and a Diſreſpect has been brought — 
the Epiſcopal Authority, to the maniſeſt Prejudice of 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and the great Guilt of thoſe, 
who having for private Ends of their Own, aſpersd 
Our Perſons and Adminiſtration, muſt one Day 4. 


count for it, to the great Biſhop and Shepherd of On 
Souls. 


As to the preſent Controverſie, being fully per. 
ſwaded in Our Conſciences, that we have proceeded 
according to the Examples of Qur Predeceffors, and 
that thele | Diſputes aroſe and grew purely from the 
Attempts of ſome of the Clergy to diſengape them- 
{elves from Our Authority by Privileges which their 
Predeceſſors never claim'd or pretended to; Under 
this.Belief, we cannot but be amaz'd at that ſolemn 
Declaration which they make in their Paper, that 
they neither rais'd the Diſputes, nor after their Riſe, 
omitted any Means which they could poſſibly contrive for 
bringing them to à regular Determination. | 


We have, indeed, deny'd and oppos'd ſeveral of 
their Claims, and by God's help ſhall not give Poſte 
rity occaſion to Charge Us with ſuffering any Innova- 
tions to ſettle in Our Times. 


Such, to name no more, are theſe which follow : 
" Their Attempt to put the Prolocator Eleft, in the Chai, 


Antecedent to the Confirmation of the Preſident and his 
Suffragan-Biſbops. ; 


Their 


th 


Cly'? 


Their ſending Meſſages to the Upper-Houſe by another 
Hand, when the Prolocutor was in the Houſe. 


Their giving Leave to their Members to be Alſent, 
and to Subſtitute Proxies in their room. 


Their Refuſal to give an Anſwer in Writing, when 
Expreſly required to do it by the Preſident and Biſhops ; 
with the demand of 4 Free- Conference inſtead thereof. 


Their Refuſal to L arr 4 Committee, at the Com- 
mand of the Upper- Houſe. 


| Their Choice of an Actuary independent upon the Re- 
giſter of the Upper- Houſe. 


The Prolocutor's calling the Schedule of Continuation, 
Paper to Acquaint them that the Lords had Adjourwad 
themſelves to ſuch a Day. 


The Prolocator”s asking the Conſent of the Hoaſe, as to 
the Time to which they would Continue themſelves. 


Their C ontinuing themſelves to Intermediate Days. 


Theſe are ſome, of the Claims on the part of the 
Lower-Houſe, which rais'd, and do ſtill keep up, the 
Diſputes in Convocation. And let thoſe who were 
be Authors of them, impartially Examine their own 
ud his Wi Conſciences, whether it was the Authority of Books, or 
the Force of Private Prejudices againſt their Superiors 

in 
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in the Church, that firſt led them to theſe Invaſions 
of Our Rights. But whatever was their Ground or 
Motive, We are very ſure it was not the Practice of 
ſormer Times; Upon which Account We found Our 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to oppoſe them as Innova. 
tions; the rather becauſe they were evidently deſign' 
to introduce a Separation and Independence of the 
Presbyters in Convocation from their Metropolitan 
and Biſhops: And this, purſuant to that new Notion 
of an Alliance in Conſtitution and Proceedings be. 
tween the Commons Temporal in Parliament, and the 
Spiritual Commons (as they have ſtiPd Themſelves.) 
For which end, forſaking and perverting the ancient 
Synodical Language, They have not only affected Par: 
liamentary Terms ( as Adjournment, Receſs, Commit- 
tees of the Whole Houſe, Free Conference, Ways ani 
Means for promoting Religion, and the like; ) but have 
alſo ſtrained ſome of the Synodical Terms, (Prorogtio, 
Seſſio, &c.) to Parliamentary Senſes, never heard of 
before in Convocation. | 
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Forms and Language may at firſt ſight appear tri: Co 
vial Things, not worth the contending about; but WW der 
they who are in any Meaſure acquainted with Pub- oe 
lick Proceedings, know that no Order can be pte. #o(i 
ſerv'd, but in the eftabliſh'd Methods, and that in all BWW Wh 
Diſputes about Juriſdiction, Forms are neceſſary for BW gre: 
the defining the bounds of Authority; And an Un- end, 
certainty in theſe brings all that is done to be Diſp Wave 
table, and lays a foundation of Quarrels and Conten- Wh ve | 
tions to Poſterity. Nor can there be any Reaſon, 
why Men ſhould defire or attempt a Change in — 
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ancient Forms, Language, or Interpretations, if they 


were not uneaſie in their State of Subordination. The 
Thing therefore that ſeems plainly aim'd at in the 
preſent Caſe, is an Independence from the Metropoli- 
mn and Biſhops; And as it is evident to Us, that 
theſe Claims, if admitted, would introduce and eſta- 
Hiſb ſuch an Independence, ſo, That being eſtabliſh'd, 
it is eaſily foreſeen, ' what would in a ſhort Time be-. 
come of the Epiſcopal Authority. | | 


Their uſing all Means which they could poſſibly contrive, 
for bringing thoſe Diſputes to à regular Determination, is 
another Articie which They have charg*d upon their Con- 
ſciences in a very ſolemu manner. But whether Tbey, 
or We, have taken the more probable Meaſures to 
come to a right Underſtanding on both Sides, will 
better appear by Actions than Proteſtations. At the 
beginning of this Diſpute (in which the Right to 
Continue or Prorogue was then, and ſtill is, a very 
important Point) We deliver'd to Them in Writing, 
the Reaſons of Our Right at large; judging that the 
wo Things more eſpecially requiſite to bring any 
Controverſie to a regular Head, namely a right Un- 
derſtanding of the Principles of each other, and Time 


Pub- vo conſider them maturely, would be beſt attain'd and 
pre- anſwer'd by written Accounts; eſpecially in a Caſe 
in a wholly New, and where there was occaſion for fo 
y for Wh eat a variety of Citations from Records. For which 
1 U- end, We did at the ſame time direct Them (as We 
Dip eve an undoubted Right to do in all Caſes wherein 
onten- we {ce it Convenient) to return their Anſwer to it, 


gether with the Grounds of their own Claim, in 


in ths D Mrit. 
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Mriting. But. they abſolutely: reſus d to give any Ac. 
count of their Principles or Practices, except in a Bye 
Conference; Which being a new Word and a new 
Thing, in Convocation, and more likely to perpley 
than determine a Cauſe of that Nature, We reckon'4 
their refuſal of the moſt effectual and only Sy nodic 
way, and their inſiſting upon a Method equally Im. 
proper and VUaſy nodical, to be jaynt Teſtimonies of 
their unwillingneſs to bring that: Point! to a juſt and 
regular Determination. | 


"i 


la the Convocation: of 1702, they apply'd to U. 
to take. iate Conſideration again, the Queſtion con. 
cerning thew Right. to Intenmeui uur Satans, but te 
clard ia the very. @ms:Addreſs, that they. Canceiv( | 
the Being 7. the Lower-Hdouſe to Subſiſt upon their en gr 
joyment of that Right. Which Declaration We in 
ter preted (as We had Resſon to do) a ſibd Reſobf co 
tion on their Side (as in a following Address it u ti! 
pear d to be y got to ſuffer: their Claim, or any Brandi 25 
or Degree of it, to be call'd in Queſtion ; nor to be By 
otherwiſe conlider'd, : than as a firſt Principle to M w! 
taken for granted. They deſre Us, under 'pretenhl Mi 
of. a;zpalgus-Difpolition to Peace; to take the Mart | 
into Gar Conſideration, and at the fame time the 
leave Us nothing to coalider. We on Our part po goc 
pos d, what by their own Confeſſion has been fo pre 
cient, for the diſpatch of Buſineſs in all former C but 
vocations, : Hat ie Laer. Tiuuſe way meet in Co the 
mittees, to prepare Buſineſs between: the Synadical Pi one 
ien. bs | 
| TI 6146 2 Ste 
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CY 
And the Conſtitution having lodg'd in Us the Power 
of Prorogation, as in all Governments Eccleſiaſtical 


and Civil, Truſts muſt be lodg'd ſomewhere, and in 
fact are always 1 in the Hands of Superrors, 


© 


/ 


in Confidence that they will Diſcharge them to the 
Benefit of the Community ; We hereupon further 
aſſor'd Them That when Buſineſs ſhall be before rhe 
Convocation, the Preſident with the conſent of his'Saffr a- 
cans, will fo Order the Prorogations, that there ſhall be 
ſufficient and convenient Time uallow'd for the conſidering 


and finiſing of. fs 34/1 Q,1 


' 
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 Theſe'two'Propoſitibns Were the, utmoſt We Could 
ban with fafery to that Power veſted in Us by the 


onſtitutian; and theſe, We knew, were all that 
could in Juſtice: or Reaſon he deſited by them, ſince 


their Predecelfors had" vever pretended to any other, 


$ finding theſe fully fufficient for the difpateht ot 
Buſineſs; particularly in the Convocation of 1661, 
uberein ſo much was diſpatch'd; and by no other 
Methods, than what We now prppoſe ee 
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To theſe Teftimonies' of | Oir deffre bf Peace and 
good Agreement, 4nd Their unwillingne to bring the 
preſent Diſputes to a juſt Determination; We cannot 
but add One more, It is agreed og all Hg | 


the lofs of ſo many Records df Con dbcal lm ſias be 


one great Cauſe of the Riſe and Progreſs of this uri 
happy Controverſie ; And that therefore one great 
Step toward a fair and juſt Accommodation! would 
be the diſcovery of more Recode, if any {Roald be 
| 2 found. 
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found. Upon this Principle, the moſt Reverend the 
Preſiaent having been inform'd that the Upper- Houſe. 
Regiſter of 1661, was ſtill in Being, but in a private 
Hand, he ſpar'd no Pains to procure the Original, 
that he might lay it (as he immediately did) before 
the T wo Houſes of Convocaticn, to be joyntly con- 
ſider'd and examin'd by them: To the end, that both 
Houſes having all the Light he poſſibly could give 
them concerning the Points under Debate, nothing 
might be wanting on his Part to come to a right and 
ſpecdy Deciſion of Them. 


Dr. At- It has been known to the Eower-Houſe ever ſince 
terbury the beginning, of this Controverſie, That Dr. Helin 
OO Extracts out of the loſt Records of Convocation, are 
662. 1n the Poſſeſſion of One of their Members ; who has 
not only declar'd ro Them and all the World, that 
they are in his Hands, but alſo to ſhew of what Im- 
portance they are, deſcribes them to be a. fall and par- 
ticular Abridgment, giving an Account of the Acts, Dy 
by Day, and: Leaf by Leaf. And yet, notwithſtanding, 
theſe Diſputes, . occaſion'd chiefly by the want of Re- 
cords, have been depending thus long, to'the great 
diſturbance of the Convocation, and the Church in 
General, He has not been prevaiPd with to pro- 
duce them ( tho? often upbraided publickly with the 
| Diſingenuity of that Concealment, ) nor have the 
Lower-Houſe thought fit, once to deſire an Examina- 
tion of them in order to the Publick Peace. 


They did, indeed, make one very extraordinary 
Step toward an Accommodation in a ſeparate Addrels 
| | | Nit 
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to Her Majeſty, wherein they pray Her, to take this 
Controverſie into Her Conſideration : But (beſides the 
Irregularity of Addreſſing ſeparately from the Up- 
per-Houfe) the Effect and Iſſue of that Addreſs may 
Convince them that We had good Reaſon in warn- 
ing them beſore-hand that it was an improper, and 
(after the Overtures made by Us) an nneceſſary Ap- 
plication. 


As to the Point of cenſuring Books (which is their 
next Article of Complaint,) We thought they might 
have been ſatisfy'd by this time, that they had alrea- 
dy carry'd their Attempts beyond the bounds of the 
Law ; after We had acquainted Them with the Opi- 
nions of Council Learned in the Law, That the Con- 
vocation has no Authority to paſs ſuch Cenſures. 
Wherein We were confirm'd by a very plain Prece- 
dent ; which being in the Records at length, and 
that ſo lately as 1689, might alſo have been a Warn- 
ing to Them againſt any Attempts of that kind: The 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of London, Preſi- 
dent of that Convocation, expreſly declaring to the 
Lower-Houſe, That He and his Brethren were ſatis- 
, that there were divers pernicious Doctrins in the 
Books which they had laid before Them, but that they were 
inform d by Lawyers, both Common and Civil, that the 
Puniſhment of ſuch Offences (and, by Conſequence, the 
Copniſance of them) belong d to the Judicial Courts. 
And We cannot but think, if our Predeceſſors of both 
Houſes had believ'd themſelves legally poſſeſs'd of any 
ſuch Authority, thar ſo pernicious and publick a Book 
as Hobbes's Leviathan (to name no more) could have 

| | eſcap'd 
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eſcap'd the Notice and Cenſure of ſo many Pious and 
Learned Perſons in the Convocation of 1661, But 
it is no Surprize to Us, to find that the Lower-Hoyſe, 
who have offet'd Us ſo many other Opinions upon 
their bare Authority, will till deciſively Afirm that 
the Convocation. hath this Power, without giving ei. 
ther Reaſon or Precedent for it 


VU Upon a mature Conſideration of the Paſſages noted 
by the Lower-Houſe, and laid before Us out of Te. 
lana's Book; We foreſaw, that altho' the Convoca- 
tion had been veſted with an undoubted Power of 
Cenſuring and Proſecuting in that Caſe, they were 
capable: of ſuch a Conſtruction, as would ſet both the 
Book and the Author out of the reach of the Law. 
But a Committee of our Own Houſe whom We ap- 
pointed to inſpect that Book, having laid before Us 
other, Doftrins therein, not obſerved by the Lower. 
Houſe, ; tho directly obnoxious to the Laws, and 
which the Author himſelf has ſince: that time pub- 
lickly retrated ; We proceeded in purſuance of the 
Advice given by. Council Learned in the Laws (both 
to Us and to the Preſident and his Brethren in 1689, 
to. recommend the Proſecution of the Author to the 
Biſbop in whoſe Dioceſe he then reſided. 


When therefore thoſe of the Clergy, in their Pz 
per, Make their Ackuowledgments to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, for a Cenſure paſs'd upon that 
Weak but yet pernicious Book, written by Coward, 
againſt the [pzyzortality of the Soul; they ought. not to 
have ſaid it was a Ty upon the Convocation; 

nor 
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nor to have omitted, that as the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons did their part, fo We alſo had done 
whatever lay in our Power. Particularly, it might 
have been obſerv'd, that the very Author cenſur'd by 
the Houſe of Commons, had been before that time 
actually proſecuted for that Book, by the Biſhop of 
Norwich, within whoſe Juriſdiction he liv'd ; till by 
that Proſecution he was driven out of that Dioceſe, 
and retired to London. Upon Notice thereof, parti- 
cular Enquiry was made by the Arch. Biſbop, whether 
he had ſettled in any of the Pariſhes within his pecu- 
liar Juriſdiction; but it appearing, that he dwelt in 
the Dioceſe of London, Notice thereof was given by 
the faid Biſhop of Norwich to the Biſhop of London 
and his Chancellor, in the Preſence of the Arch-Bz- 


op, in order to have him judicially cited into his 


Court. 


We agree with them that the Grievances of the 
Clergy are legally and regularly to be offer'd to Us 
by their Repreſentatives in Convocation; and for that 
Reaſon, we receiv'd them readily, and the Prefident 
return'd ſuch an Anſwer as was fuitable to his and 
our tender Concern for the Church and Clergy. This, 
We know, is the ancient Method; but it is wholly 
New, and without Precedent, for Presbyrers, to ex- 
pe (as they plainly do) that their Metropolitan and 
Biſhops ſhould be accountable to them for their Con- 
duct and Behaviour in their ſeveral Viſitations. And 
it is a Thing no leſs New, to Print and Publiſh the 
Grievences of the Clergy ; which being drawn up in 
general Terms, make it believ*d both by Friends and 

Enemies, 
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Enemies, that there is a general Defect both of Dif, 
cipline and Order throughout the Province. And 
whatever End might be really aim'd at in the Repre. 
ſentation it ſelf, We have great cauſe to believe that 
the Publiſher had an ill Deſign in, doing it. For He 
diſcovered his Intention in a very IIl-natur'd Preface, 
and unjuſtly conceal'd, not only our reac Reception, 
and Conlideration of the Grievances, but alſo the 
Speech made by the Preſident on that Occaſion, By 
which it is viſible, that he deſign'd by Printiog Them 
to bring a Reproach upon Us and our Adminiſtration; 
Not conſidering, how great a Miſchief he had done 
to the Church and Clergy in General, by putting 


2 Complaints into the Hands of our Enemies of all 
rts. 


Concerning the Two Bills for the eaſie recovery of 
Church- Rates, and againſt the Licentiouſneſs of the 
Preſs; they know very well, that the Preſident com- 
municated Draughts of them to ſeveral of their Houſe, 
in hopes of ſome Improvements from their Obſerva- 
tions; but both were return'd without any Intima- 
tion that they had been at all conſider d; The Preſs 
dent and Biſhops, are as deſirous, as their Clergy can 
be, to fee theſe Bills paſs'd into Acts, and will be 
thankful to any of the Lower-Houſe, who have Jurif 
diction in the Church, for ſuch further Suggeſtio 
as * poſſibly render them more Uſeful and Effe. 

ual. 


The Preſident has twice attempted in vain, to pro- 
cure the Conſent of the Two Houſes of Parliament 
ot 
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o that againſt the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs : But this 
will not Diſcourage either Him or his Suffragans from 
uſing their utmoſt Endeavours-to get both paſs*d'in- 
to Acts, when the Bills ſhall have received the Im- 
provements of ſuch among the Clergy as ſhall be de- 
irous to Peruſe them, and may be offer'd to the Par- 
lament with any Probability of Succeſs. 


As to their Jeſt Clauſe, We ſhall be extreamly rea- 
dy and deſirous to aſſiſt our Clergy in all Doubts! and 
Difficulties, of what kind ſoever: And as to the Di- 
retions they pray concerning their refuſal of the Holy 
Surament to unworthy Perſons, We can give them 
no ſurer nor better, than they have in the Rabrick 
before the Communion: Service; which is corifirm'd 
by Act of Parliament. Nor (next the Holy Scrip- 
tutes) can we give our Clergy any better Rule for 
their Behaviour in general, than the Rabricks and Ca- 
unt of our Charch ; being well aſſur'd, that no one 
who' obſerve them Strictly and Religiouſly, can ever 
be wanting, either in a dutiful Regard to his Supe- 
riors, or in a conſcientious Care of the Flock, where- 
of thoſe: his Superiors, under Chriſt, have appointed 
him the Paſtor and Minifter./ (1 og © 
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HE Lomer-Clergy Afomblod in eee 

this Winter, having long weited for your Lord 
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«by them made, they Teatgeſt your Fact 
& by the in rejation to acty Imphred under which 


the Clergy of the Provines, then did and ſtill do La- 
4 bour. Ie this Application your Lordſnips have hither- 
<« to vouchſafed them no manner of Reply. 


0 
1 


They did likewiſe prepare and paſs in their Houſe on 
« the Fifteenth of December laſt, ſeveral other Papers 
« which they hoped og © re this to have laid before your 
Grace and your Lordſhips, but were prevented by your 
* Kotdſhips forbearing to meet as a Houſe in the ſeveral 
* inter vening Seſſions, and acquieſcing in the Adjourn- 

ments then made by the Archbiſhop's Commiſſary. 


4 Tho 
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« The Clergy think it their Right and their Duty to 
« complain, that while they were upon Buſineſs they ſhould 
« he thus hindered in the Proſecution of it. Such Ad- 
« journments they Humbly conceive to be altogether with- 
u out Preſident, and of mot dangerous Conſequence, De- 
« rogatory to Her Majeſty's Authority by which this Sy- 
« nod is Aſſembled, contrary to the expreſs Intent of the 
4“ Royal * — more amply declared in Jour Grace's Man- 
« date of .Summons, . din to cut off all intercour 

6 between, the TW O 0 Nod by that means to 

8 _ the UR, and — — — af e 
« lh, Convocation, which the Cler ve done, and wi 
4 by God's Bleſling don e is in their Power to Retrieve 
% and Preſerve. | err. | 
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To the moſt Reverend his Grace the Lord Arc. 
Biſtop of Canterbury, and the Right Re. 
verend the Lords Biſhops his Suſtragans in 

Convocation Aſſembled. = __ 
your Grace and your Lordſhips, that among 


cc 
4 T 
= many other Encroachments of the Diſſenting 
Teachers, upon the Office and Rights of the Clergy, 


their frequently preſuming to Adminiſter the Holy Sa- 
<-crament-of-Baptiſm--in private Non- licens d. Houſes, is 
one great Abuſe, of very ill Conſequence, no ways as 
« we conceive warranted: or countenanc'd by the Act for 
« Exempting Proteſtant Subjects Diſſent ing from the Church 
« of England, from the Penalties of certain Laws, &c. 
„ commonly called the Act of Toleration; We humbly 
therefore pray, that your, Lordſhips would be pleaſed 

to take this Matter into your Grave and Wiſe Conſi- 
* deration, and endeavour, by all proper Means, to put 
« a ſtop to ſuch bold Intruſions upon the Rules and Diſ- 
4 cipline of the Church by Law Eſtabliſhed. 


HE Lower-Clergy beg Leave to Repreſent to 


rr 


* 


« We cannot but with great Concern obſerve, how the 
Numbers of © Non-ticensfd-Srhovtr=and- Seminaries are 


„ multiply'd,. and the Dangers ariſing from them dai 
| 4 en- 
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« encreaſe: And under a deep Senſe of what may hap- 
« pen to be the fatal Conſequence of ſuch irregular So- 
« cieties as give no Security to Church nor State, and 
« which we have Reaſon to believe, are labouring the 
« Sybyerſion; of both; We think it our Duty at this 
« time, moſt earneſtly to beſeech your Lordſhips, that 
« you would be pleasd to uſe your utmoſt Authority and 
« [ntereſt for the ſuppreſſing ſuch Seminaries, and thereby 
« prevent:the. growth of Popery, Schiſm and Seditiqg. , 


— T THI Ir 


May it pleaſe your Grace. and your | Lordſbips. 


V 


„ 


E the Clergy of the Lower-Houſe of Con- 
vocation have found our ſelves, more 


than Once, under the unwelcome Ne- 


«cefſity of laying before your Lordſhips our juſt Com- 


« plaints againſt the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
« Sarum ;, *and as unwilling as we are to Multiply ſuch 
„Complaints, yet we are now again Compell'd to it, b 
4 ver Sede and groundleſs Aſperſion, wherewit 
4 the fi Right Reverend Biſhop has lately thought fir 
© to load us, and which we might ſeem in ſome meaſure 
to have deſerv'd, ſhonld we continue Silent under it. 


1 Repreſentation of Grievances, which we offer'd 
Ito your Lordſhips laſt Winter, was, as we conceive, 


„drawn up in a very inoffenſive and reſpectful Manner, 


and had accordingly a very favourable Reception and 
* Anſwer from your Grace. And yet, from this Paper 
* the aforeſaid Right Reverend Biſhop has taken an Oc- 
caſion, no ways given him, plainly to Inſinuate if not 
"- Afﬀirm; that many of the Perſons concerned in prepar- 


ing it; are Enemies to your Lordſhips, the Queen and 


Nation. This Reproachful Character He ſirſt aye of 
them 


« then ts the Clergy of his Dioceſe, aud hath ſins 

« while we were Allembled in Syn, Publlſt'd boy 

« World. oo | 188 1 | 0 1 * : | x | 
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We thank God, we are not Conſcious that His High 

&* Accuſation doth in any Branch of it, or in any Meaſure, 

belong to us; 


We are fo far from being Enemies to pott Lordfhigs, 
c that we have ever accounted the Enemies or falſe Friends 
« of Epiſcopacy to be, for char Reaſdn, Ours. We have 
e been taught from our very Infancy to Reverence your 
« Order, and do Reverence even the Biſhop, againſt 
„ whom we now Complain, for the ſake of it. 


We have been always, ktrly- and zealo deſ ted 
< tb Her Majeſty's Intereſt, even before She Acended the 
< Throne, and have, ſince that, received from Her. ſuch 
< maparaltel'd Marks of Royal Favour and Bounty, that 
« we thonld be the moſt Diſloyal of Subjects, and the 
< unworthieſt of Men, ſhould -we not make Her all the 
4 Returns of Duty and Gratitude that axe pollible, and 
td our utmoſt Contribate towards rendriag Her Reiga 
< {what our conſtant Prayers to God are, that it may long 
< continue to be) Eaſy, Proſperous and Glorious. 


, to dor being 7 __—_— the Nation, ye =_ 
not what. that part of the Charge was particularly de- 
<.gpo'd to Infinuate, but ſure we are, 9 we were 
all af us Bora and Bred up in it, ſo we have, and ſhall 
& ever preſerve, True Engliſh Hearts, and Engliſh Prin- 
« ciples, ſuitable to our Birth and Education. 


* We therefore, 1 in-our humble Opinion, thus 
x openly. aſpersd by undiſtioguiſhiag Reflections: calt a 
* many of our Members, and, by that means, 1 


(31) 

« Houſe, and the whole Clergy of the Province, do, in 
« the firſt Place, as becomes us, apply our ſelves to your 
« Lordſhips 3 beſeeching you ſo effectually to interpoſe 
«your Authority and Influence, that the ſaid Right Re- 
« yerend Biſhop may be oblig'd, as openly, to diſclaim 
« any ſuch intended Meaning, or otherwiſe to make ſome 
« ſufficient and ſpeedy Reparation to your much injar'd 
* Complainants. W. | ad 
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His Grace's Speech, deliver d to thoſe of 
the Lower-Clergy who were preſent, 4 
the time of bis Proroguing the Conus 
cation, March 15th, 170; 


Mr. Prolocutor, and the reſt of the Clergy 


HOSE of the Clergy who have been pre- 
ſent in this Convocation, have brought up 
ſo many Complaints which were an{werd 
before, and ſo many Motions to proceed 
to-Buſineſs, which we had often told you could nei- 
ther-be legally attempted, nor, during the Diſputes 
about the Methods of Acting, be purſu'd with any 
poſſibility of Succeſs ; that we hop'd to hear no more 
of theſe very improper ways of Proceeding. But we 
find by ſome Papers which you lately [ef upon our 


Table, that the ſame Methods of Complaining were 
ſill continu'd. 


We muſt therefore acquaint you, that whatever 
Ends you may have propos'd to your Selves from 
your 


— 
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your repeated Applications of that kind, we do not 
6nd that the greateſt part of. them require any An- 
ſwer, after ſo many former Expreſſions of our Judg- 
ments and Reſolutions concerning them. To thoſe [ 
muſt refer you for moſt other Things in your Pa- 
pers. But ſome Things there are, particular in them, 
which (I think) we ought the rather to obſerve, be- 
cauſe they are ſuch as we could ſcarce expect from 
you. 


You tell us, That We have hitherto vouchſaf d you 
#0 manner of Reply to your Paper. of December the 1/t ; 
which, indeed, was, in many Reſpects, of ſo undu- 
iful a Nature, that it might have been juſtly account- 
ed an Act of Clemency in us to paſs it by without 


Cenſure. But yet, we drew up our Obſervations up- 


on every Branch of it ; which, after they had been 
approv'd, and paſs d in Form, and enter'd in our Re- 
giſter, were thereby become part of the publick Acts 
of our Houſe. Our Deputy-Regiſter had ſpecial and 
repeated Directions to ſhew them freely to any Per- 
ſon who ſhould deſire to peruſe them: And we are 
alſo well afſur'd, that the very Members who con- 
curr'd in this late Complaint, underſtood, ſeveral 


| Days before it was drawn up, that our Obſervations 


were to be ſeen among the other Acts and Proceed- 
ings of this Houſe. The proper Place where they 
ought to be look'd for by any that has a mind to 
Conſult them, is at Lanbeth. There, the Regiſter. 4 
Convocation lives, and there the Regiſtry of the Are 
biſbop was, before the Civil Wars; and there it ſtill 
2" ought 


ouglit to be'kept 5 as is well obſery'd in the Preface 


Hands of the Deputy-Regifter, whoſe readineſs to Com. 


( 34) 


to the firſt Volume of Anglia Sacra, by the Author of 
that Book, who ſhews a great Concern at the Remo. 
val of it. But, to ſave the Trouble of going thither 
they are alſo to be ſeen at Doctors - Commons in the 


mugicate. them to the Members of Convocation, in 
Obedience to expreſs Directions in that behalf, we 
have no Reaſon to Queſtion. 


There, as many of you as have not ſeen thoſe Ob- 
ſervations already, miglit have ſeen enough to have 
ſhewn you how unjuſtly we are charg'd Wich having 
made wo manner of Reply 20 your Per. 


You complain in the ſame Paper, of the Biſhops 
acquieſcing in the Adjournments. made by the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop's Commiſſary, and declare fuch Adjournments 
to be altagether without Prefident. We have often re- 
minded you, that however that Term may have been 
uſed in {ome more private W ritings, yet there is no 
ſuch thing as an Aujourument in the Language or Pra. 
#tre of Convocation; that being a word very lately 
borrow'd from Parliament; to Countenance (as one 
would naturally think) the Independence of the Cler- 
gy of the Lower -Houſe upon the Upper. 


But taking the right Word, - Prorogatioss, as they 
have been always call'd in our Books ; to ſay, that 
the ordering of thele to be made by Cominiffaries (as 
they have been of late for ſeveral Days _— 5 

; reli 
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preſident's Indiſpoſition and other Hindrances) is a a 
thing altogether without Precedent ; this is what a Man 
ould in common Prudence have forborn to affirm, 
if he had read over no more Writings than the Re-7- 


fers ſince the Reſtauration of the Royal Family. For 


there he could not but have found, that this way of 
Proroguing Convocations was frequent in thoſe firſt 
Years of K Charles the Second's Reign, before there 
came any Royal Licenſe to empower them to un- 
dertale Buſineſs. Afterward, when His Majeſty 
had order'd them to Review the Book of Common- 
Prajer ; though they fate all the time that that Buſi- 
neſs requir'd, yet when that was at an End, they 
were ordinarily Prorogu's in this manner, as is plainly 
to be ſeen in that Regiſter Book, which being lately 


found out about two Years ſince, was then communi- 


cated to both Houſes by the Preſident's Order, and 
was publickly read in a Committee of both Houſes of 
Convocation. | was | 


How the Manner was of Proroguing Convocations 
from the Fire of London till the Year 1681, when 
the laſt Convocation was held in X. Charles the Second's 
Time, this any one may ſee, that will take the pains 
to look into the remaining Schedules and Joarnals of 
that time. And here perhaps it may be of ſome uſe 
to give you Notice, that very many Schedules which 
had long lain obſeurely among Moths and Cobwebs 
in the Room at Dactors- Commons, have been ſome 
while ago by Order of the Preſident, taken out from 
thence, and paſted in * in a fair Book in =_ 
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lio, depoſiced in the Regiſtry at Lambeth. Houſe for 
the better Preſervation of Them. And to that Regi. 
ſtry, as many as think fit, may at any time have Re. 
courſe. | 


Nor are ſuch Prorozations (now there is no Royal 
Licenſe) more derogatory to Her Majeſty's Authority, 
more contrary to the Intent of Her Rojal Writ, or tend. 
ing more to Subvert the Conſtitution of an Engliſh Cop. 
vocation, at preſent, than they have been in all thoſe 
former Convocations before the late Revolution; of 
which there never was any Complaint, that we have 
heard of, from Them who fate in thoſe Convocati- 
ons; however you, not only without Precedent, but 
againſt all Uſage, have taken the liberty in that Paper 
to charge the Practice of your Superiors with theſe 
dangerous Conſequences. 


Your Repreſentation concerning Unlicensd School; 
and Seminaries, is a Matter of Law, of which we take 
not upon us to be Judges and Interpreters, by any 
formal Act in Convocation. But in this, and all other 
Caſes, we have been, and always ſhall be very ready, 
to the utmoſt of our Power, to Protect the Church and 
Clergy within our ſeveral Juriſdictions by all legal and 
proper Methods, from ſuch Diſturbances as may be 
given them in the Coarſe of their Miniſtry, either by 
Diſſenting Teachers, or by other Perſons whatſoever. 
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Another part of your Repreſentation contains a 
Complaint againſt the Lord Biſhop of Sarum : Even 


| 
Him, fl 
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Him, you fay, you Reverence for the ſake of his Or- 
r. Others will think you might have likewiſe had 
Reſpe& to his great Abilities, and his eminent Zeal 
zgainſt all our Adverſaries, particularly the moſt for- 
midable of them, thoſe of the Church of Rome. 


That Complaint will admit of a clear, tho? ſhort 
Anſwer, 


We well remember (what you Suggeſt) ſome for- 
mer Complaints from the Lower-Houſe againſt his 
Lorſhip; but none of them appear'd to us to have 
any plain and ſufficient Ground. Nor do we find, 
upon mature Conſideration of the Paſſage to which 
you refer us, that the Enmity to the Queen and Nation, 
which his Lordſhip ſpeaks of, is by any means ap- 


plicable ro the Lower-Houſe or to your late Repre- 


ſentation ; but plainly refers (as the Biſhop himſelf 
did declare) to the Hang Reports, which, with great 
Induſtry and Malice have been ſet about to the Pre- 
judice of the Upper-Houſe, and which All of us, as 
well as his Lordſhip, have therefore Reaſon to Com- 
plain of. But as to the Perſons, we are ſo far from 
enquiring after them, that whoever they are, we hear- 
tily pray God to forgive them, and to endue them 
with more Chriſtian Spirits. 


We think it for our Honour, that the Exemies of 
the Queen and Nation, are alſo the greateſt Enemies 
we have; and deſpiſe all the Reproaches of ſuch Men ; 
pitying, in the mean time, thoſe well-meaning — 

ons, 
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ſons, who at preſent ſeem to be led away by their 
wilful and perpetual Miſ-repreſentations. 


But whatever Cenſures may be paſs'd upon us or 
our Adminiſtration ; We reſolve, by the Bleſſing of 
God, to govern our Selves, as we have hitherto done, 
by the Articles and Rabricks, the Canons and Statutes ; 


knowing that a ſtrict Obſervation of theſe by our 
Selves and our Clergy, is a much more effectual, tho 
more ſilent, way of ſupporting the Church, and giv- 
ing Credit to the Miniſtry, than fome other Secular 
and Uncanonical Methods, that have been practisd 
of late with great Zeal and Vehemence. In Convo- 
cation, we have ſtrictly adher'd to the antient eſta. 
bliſh'd Methods of Proceeding ; and this, we are 
ſure, is the only way of preſerving that part of our 
Conſtitution, and maintaining the honour of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Synods ; Which cannot but be extreamly ſunk 
in the Opinion of the Laity, by the unhappy Divi- 
ſions rais'd among the Clergy, and the Principles pro- 
pagated in them, equally favourable to Presbytery, 
cod deſtructive of the Epiſcopal Authority. Which 
Evils, and many more, having evidently ſprung from 
ſuch unprecedented Attempts and Practices, where- 
with we could not Comply without betraying the 
Truſt repos'd in us by the Conſtitution and giving 
up the antient Metropolitical and Epiſcopal Rights; 
We know no way to retrieve (as you ſpeak) the Ho- 
nour of Convocations, but your departing from theſe 
unwarrantable Claims and Innovations, and returning 
to the anttent Canonical Methods. a 
| e 
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We are far from affecting Arbitrary Power; but we 
cannot give up our juſt Authority over the Lower- 
Clergy 1n Convocation, which is clear and indiſputa- 
ble; and we have forborn to Exerciſe it thus lor 
in Tenderneſs to ſuch of the Clergy as are engag 
in theſe new Meaſures, and in hopes that Time and 
Confideration would bring them back to their Duty 
and Obedience; however contrary the Event has prov'd 
to our juſt and reaſonable Expectations. 


This Convocation is near an End, and a new One 
will probably be Summon'd ; and as we cannot ſuf- 
fer This to conclude, without declaring. all the Irre- 
gularities hitherto practis'd, and enter'd upon your 
Books, (thoſe more particularly which are ſpecified 

in our O BsZRY ATIONS upon your Paper of 
December the 1ſt) to be Nall and Void; fo in order 
to a more regular beginning of the next (if we ſhall 
ſo long live) we think fit to tell you, we ſhall hold 
ous Selves oblig*d, if new Occaſion be offer'd (which 
God forbid,) to exert the Authority veſted in us; ſee- 
ing no better Fruit has been reap'd from it, and it 
has been by ſome Miſ conſtrued, as Fear, and by o- 
thers as Remiſſneſs. We wiſh, in the mean time 
(which we ſhall alſo heartily pray for) that the Cler- 
gy of the next Convocation may govern themſelves 
by the Conſtitution as it is, and not as they would 
delire it might he; That they may not divide in Two, 
that Body of the Convocation, which is but Oe ; but 
prevent all Irregularities, and thereby all Cenſure, by 


mect- 
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meeting together with ſuch peaceable Tempers an 
duriful DifSolitions, as become their Function an 


Order. 


To which end, we recommend to you the Ape 
ſtle's Exhortation, 70 follow after the Things which m 
for Peace; and the God of Peace be with you. 
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